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In August 2007, ICC published supplements to the 2006 editions of their IBC and IFC 
model codes.  These updates in the codes are a direct result of changes approved by 
the voting membership of the ICC at the conclusion of the 2006/2007 Code 
Development Cycle. 
 

The ICC now requires non-electrical exit path marking- self-luminous (radioluminescent 
or tritium powered), photoluminescent or other technology- in high rise buildings and it 
must tested and evaluated to the UL1994 performance standard or the ASTM E 2072 
luminance standard.  Prior to this revision, there was no general requirement for exit 
path marking or a performance standard specified by the codes. 
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NFPA, in the 2006 Edition of the Life Safety Code (NFPA 101), Uniform Fire Code 
(NFPA 1) and the Building Construction and Safety Code (NFPA 5000), added 
language specifying how Contrasting Marking should be applied to stairs (on the nose) 
and where Floor Proximity Egress Path Marking should be applied (within 18 inches of 
the floor).  More recently, as a direct result of changes approved by the voting 
membership of the NFPA during the current Code Development Cycle, additional 
language will be added to these codes in 2009.  This language will specify the 
requirements for Exit Path Marking on within the exits of many different types of 
occupancies. 
 

 

NFPA 1®: Uniform Fire Code®, 2006 Edition®

NFPA 101®: Life Safety Code®, 2006 Edition®

NFPA 5000®: Building Construction and Safety Code®, 2006 Edition® 

 
 
 
 

NFPA 101, 2006 Edition: 
 

7.2.2.5.4  Stairway Marking. 
7.2.2.5.4.8  Where new contrasting marking is applied to stairs, such marking shall comply with the 
following: 

1) The marking shall include a continuous strip as a coating on, or as a material integral with, the full 
width of the leading edge of each tread. 

2) The marking shall include a continuous strip as a coating on, or as a material integral with, the full 
width of the leading edge of each landing nosing. 

3) The marking strip width, measured horizontally from the leading vertical edge of the nosing, shall 
be consistent at all nosings. 

4) The marking strip width shall be 1 in. to 2 in. (25 mm to 51 mm). 
(NFPA 5000:  11.2.2.6.8) 
(NFPA 1:  14.6.4.8) 
 
 
7.10  Marking of Means of Egress. 
7.10.1.7  Floor Proximity Egress Path Marking.  Where floor proximity egress path marking is required 
in Chapter 11 through Chapter 42, a listed and approved floor proximity egress path marking system that 
is internally illuminated shall be installed within 18 in. ( 455 mm) of the floor.  The system shall provide a 
visible delineation of the path of travel along the designated exit access and shall be essentially 
continuous, except as interrupted by doorways, hallways, corridors, or other such architectural features.  
The system shall operate continuously or at any time the building fire alarm system is activated.  The 
activation, duration, and continuity of operation of the system shall be in accordance with 7.9.2.  The 
system shall be maintained in accordance with the product manufacturing listing. 
(NFPA 5000:  11.10.1.6) 
(NFPA 1:  14.14.1.7) 
 


