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DensDeck® Roof Board and
Siplast Veral® Chosen for 
The New Orleans Sports
Arena Roof

Moisture resistance and superior strength properties 

were two key attributes mentioned regarding the

selection of DensDeck® Roof Board as the membrane substrate

for Siplast’s Veral® modified bitumen roofing membrane utilized

on The New Orleans Sports Arena.

This prestigious 18,000 seat facility, built right behind the

Superdome, opened in 1999 with a minor league hockey team

and the Tulane University Men’s basketball team expected to

be the primary tenants.

“This roof presented some special design considerations,”

stated Kirk Hagstatt of Arthur Q. Davis Architects. “Due to the

arena’s size and the roof’s unusual shape, the roof would be

highly visible from ground level; therefore, appearance and 

long-term durability were the most important design consider-

ations.” Additionally, designers had to deal with potential

severe wind exposures and high exterior relative humidity.

With these challenging parameters in mind, designers

combined torched down Siplast Veral and Georgia-Pacific’s

DensDeck Roof Board to meet the rigorous demands required

by this project. The aluminum clad surface of Veral fulfilled the

architect’s conceptual idea of a uniform rolling surface

appearance and DensDeck provided a firm, moisture-resistant,

and dimensionally stable base to support the roofing membrane.

“The excellent modulus of rupture, high compressive strength,

and moisture resistance of DensDeck will enhance roof wind

uplift performance,’’ stated T.W. Freeman, a Registered Roof

Consultant from Newark, Ohio. “The superior strength of

DensDeck provides greater wind uplift resistance and itwww.densdeck.com
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reduces the chances of board fracture

that often occurs at the base of 

fastener stress plates. This is espe-

cially true with a fully adhered torch

down application such as this.”

Additionally, the combination of

embedded glass matt surfacing and

a water resistant treated core make

DensDeck® Roof Board very 

conducive to adhesion.

Gretchen Dwyer, sales representative for Siplast stated, “The

firm of Arthur Q. Davis automatically approves Siplast for all state

projects. This is simply because of our track record in the city where

many successful long term projects exist, such as the Louisiana

Superdome. DensDeck was selected on this project due to its

excellent strength properties and surface characteristics which

allow for direct torching. It is a superior product when these 

properties are the necessary criteria.”

The New Orleans Sports Arena roofing system was installed

over a 16 gauge metal deck assembly. After the installation of loose

laid 2 1⁄2� rigid Atlas AC II polyisocyanurate insulation, 1⁄4� DensDeck

was mechanically attached to the deck assembly with 4 1⁄2� long

Olympic standard screws and 3� round ribbed Olympic stress plates

at the rate of nineteen fasteners per 4� x 8� board. This fastening

frequency exceeds the current DensDeck Factory Mutual 1-90 wind

uplift requirement for fully adhered modified bitumen membranes.

Finally, the torch applied aluminum clad Veral system was

installed to provide aesthetics and waterproofing protection. Veral is

made up of two sheet components, namely Irex and Veral. The base

ply, Irex, consists of a quality high-melt asphalt with random glass

reinforcement. The top ply, Veral, combines a woven glass-reinforced,

SBS-modified asphalt base with a protective metal foil facing.

The New Orleans Sports Arena roof presented some interesting

challenges. Georgia-Pacific’s DensDeck Roof Board and Siplast

Veral met these challenges. The roof is designed to serve long term

as a design element as well as provide protection from the weather. 

The roofing contractor, Carrier Stumm of New Orleans, installed

142,000 square feet of DensDeck on this project.

For more information about fiberglass mat gypsum building products
from Georgia-Pacific Gypsum, and for copies of product warranties,
contact your GP representative or visit www.densdeck.com.
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The information in this 
document may change without
notice. Visit our website at
www.gpgypsum.com for updates
and current information.
LIMITATION OF REMEDIES
AND DAMAGES
Unless otherwise stated in
our written warranty for these
products, our sole liability for
any product claim shall be
limited to reimbursement of the
cost of repair or replacement
of the affected product, up to a
maximum amount of two times
the original purchase price for
the affected product. We shall
not be responsible under any
circumstances for lost profits,
damage to a structure or its
contents, or indirect, inciden-

tal, special or consequential
damages. Claims shall be
deemed waived if they are not
submitted to us in writing within
ten (10) days after discovery
of a product defect/circum-
stance giving rise to a claim.
CAUTION: For product
fire, safety and use 
information, go to
gp.com/safetyinfo.
HANDLING AND USE
CAUTION: This product 
contains fiberglass facings
which may cause skin 
irritation. Dust and fibers 
produced during the handling
and installation of the prod-
uct may cause skin, eye and
respiratory tract irritation.
Avoid breathing dust and
minimize contact with skin
and eyes. Wear long sleeve
shirts, long pants and eye
protection. Always maintain
adequate ventilation. Use a
dust mask or NIOSH/MSHA
approved respirator as
appropriate in dusty or poorly
ventilated areas. For addi-

tional product fire, safety
and use information to to
www.gp.com/safetyinfo or
call 1-800-225-6119.
FIRE SAFETY CAUTION
Passing a fire test in a 
controlled laboratory setting
and/or certifying or labeling
a product as having a one-hour,
two-hour, or any other fire
resistance or protection rating
and, therefore, as acceptable
for use in certain fire rated
assemblies/systems, does
not mean that either a 
particular assembly/system
incorporating the product, or
any given piece of the product
itself, will necessarily provide
one-hour fire resistance,
two-hour fire resistance, 
or any other specified fire
resistance or protection in an
actual fire. In the event 
of an actual fire, you should
immediately take any and all
actions necessary for your
safety and the safety of others
without regard for any fire
rating of any product or
assembly/system.


